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The emperor Commodus casting a dart at the wild beasts

— "had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were
slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented; of whom the world was not worthy." — HEB. xi
36-38.

— "their blood is shed

in confirmation of the noblest claim

Our claim to feed upon immortal truth,

To walk with God, to be divinely free,

To soar, and to anticipate the skies." — COWPER.
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Introduction to the Ex-Classics Edition

The Times

There was never a worse place or time to be religious than Europe in the 16th
Century. These were cruel times. There was the death penalty for all but the most
petty offences, and hangings were a popular spectator sport. Indeed, hanging was a
lenient punishment: flaying, impaling, breaking on the wheel, and being hung upside
down and sawn through from groin to scalp were alternatives. Lesser crimes such as
begging were punished with flogging, branding or mutilation. Torture was widespread
and trials, if held at all, often a travesty of justice. Warfare, too, was conducted with
the utmost brutality; massacre, rape and pillage of the civilian population were
standard practice, and the slaughter of enemy prisoners was common, sometimes even
including those who had been promised their lives if they surrendered.

Religious hatred made things even worse. Reading Foxe, or other authors of
the time, whether Protestant or Catholic, it is striking how absolutely certain everyone
was that not only were they right, but that their opponents were the agents of Satan.
Foxe knew that the Pope was the Antichrist predicted by the Bible in the same way as
he knew that water was wet or that the sun went round the earth. From this certainty
sprang the intolerance from which persecution arises. It was argued, that if a
murderer, who only slew the body, deserved death; how much more deserving of
death was a heretic, whose evil falsehoods could destroy the victim's soul. This being
so0, it was clear that any means could and should be used to stamp out these devil's
spawn. Both sides believed that there was only one true religion and all deviation
from it was hellish; they only differed about which religion it was. Catholics
persecuted Protestants and vice versa; each side persecuted its own heretics with equal
vigour. In Eastern Europe, the Orthodox faith was both perpetrator and victim. In
England, the official religion changed four times in less than thirty years, and each
change was accompanied by persecution of those who would not change with it. The
division of Europe into Catholic and Protestant powers, often at war with one another,
meant that in some countries (especially England) preaching the wrong religion was
regarded as supporting the enemy and punished as treason.

The Book

John Foxe or Fox (1518-1587), a staunchly Protestant divine, wrote his book
as this story seen from the Protestant point of view. The Acts and Monuments of the
Christian Church, better known as Foxe's Book of Martyrs, was first published in
English in 1563. (see the Bibliographic Note). In this enormously long history of the
Church from the death of Christ to the accession of Queen Elizabeth I, he is anxious
to prove firstly the complete hatefulness, evil and corruption of the Catholic church,
the papacy and the monastic orders, and secondly to assert the right of the monarch to
appoint bishops and clergy, and to dispose of church property and income at will.

Everything (and that means everything) which supports this view goes in;
everything which does not is either left out, glossed over, or rejected as ipso facto
untrue because asserted by his opponents. For example, his treatment of Savanarola is
breathtaking in its omissions. To read Foxe's account, one would think that
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Savanarola was a humble monk, plucked from his cell and burned for preaching a few
sermons — there is not a word about his capture of the government of Florence,
theocratic rule (with bonfires of vanities,) nor of his inciting a French army to invade
Italy and occupy Florence; still less of his claims to possess miraculous powers.

When Foxe's sources support his prejudices, however, his credulity knows no
bounds; he is as ready to peddle the myth of Jewish blood-sacrifices of Christian
children as he is to believe in the foundation of the church in England by Joseph of
Arimathea. When he gets closer to his own times, however, his accounts are in most
cases taken from eye-witness evidence or official documents and must be accepted as
basically factual in most cases. There is no doubt that Protestants were savagely
persecuted by Henry VIII and especially by Mary I and that this contributed to the
fear and hatred which animates the book. The gruesome and enormously detailed
accounts of the trials and martyrdoms of Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer and all the other
victims of Bloody Mary's tyranny are sober fact. Nonetheless, any students tempted to
regard the book as a work of history are warned to check anything Foxe says with
some more even-handed historian before reproducing it. We recommend
Reformation: Europe's House Divided by Diarmaid MacCulloch for a general
overview or Fires of Faith: Catholic England under Mary Tudor by Eamon Dufty for
a more detailed account of the Marian persecutions.

Influence

Foxe's Book of Martyrs was very widely read and had a deep influence on
English thinking for centuries. In the Seventeenth century, it contributed to what
historians have called the "Catholic myth"; that is the belief that English Catholics, in
reality a powerless and beleaguered minority, were a vast conspiracy ready to seize
any opportunity to overthrow the state, enslave the people, introduce the Inquisition
etc. It is arguable that this belief was one of the principal causes of the English Civil
War, and quite certain that it was a cause of the rebellion of Monmouth and the
"Popish Plot" conspiracy, not to mention the expulsion of James II in the "Glorious
Revolution". A century later, the Gordon riots of 1780 drew most of their strength
from it; in the words of Dickens in Barnaby Rudge:

... the air was filled with whispers of a confederacy among the Popish powers to
degrade and enslave England, establish an inquisition in London, and turn the pens of
Smithfield market into stakes and cauldrons; when terrors and alarms which no man
understood were perpetually broached, both in and out of Parliament, by one
enthusiast who did not understand himself, and bygone bugbears which had lain
quietly in their graves for centuries, were raised again to haunt the ignorant and
credulous.

Well into the Nineteenth century these ideas were widespread. In vulgar form
they were held among the less educated. George Eliot refers to this often, though of
course she was too sensible to share them. Among the more educated and civilised,
they were believed in a more educated and civilised way — see the editor's
introduction . William Cobbett, in his equally but oppositely biased History of the
Protestant Reformation (pub. 1826) devotes some space to refuting Foxe.

And today? Ian Paisley and his followers certainly sleep with it under the
pillow, as do some Scottish Presbyterians and US Deep South fundamentalists, and
the religion described in Philip Pullman's Dark Materials series bears a close
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resemblance to the Catholic church as imagined by Foxe. Most modern opponents of
the Catholic church, however, have entirely different reasons for their views. In his
splendid book The English, Jeremy Paxman makes the case that Foxe, more than
anyone else, is responsible for the half-fearful, half-contemptuous attitude of many
English people towards their fellow-Europeans:

This sense of being uniquely persecuted and uniquely guarded must, obviously, be
connected with religious belief. But the relevant text is not in the Bible. It is John
Foxe's Book of Martyrs, a lurid piece of propaganda detailing the suffering and death
of Protestants executed during Queen Mary's attempt to turn England back to Rome.
It ought to be taken as the third Testament of the English Church. The book first
appeared in 1563. It had expanded by 1570, the year of Elizabeth's excommunication,
to 2,300 pages of often gory descriptions of the oppression of English Protestants at
the hands of the Roman Catholic Church. Anglican authorities ordered it to be
displayed in churches across the country, and the illiterate had it read to them. It
stayed on show in many churches for centuries, a ready reference for anyone who
doubted the willingness of English-men and -women to die for their beliefs. By the
end of the seventeenth century, perhaps 10,000 copies were in circulation.
Throughout much of the following hundred years, new editions were produced, often
in the form of serializations: after the Bible, it was the most widely available book in
the land.

John Foxe's purpose in describing the executions of the victims of persecution was to
demonstrate the Church of England as "the renewing of the ancient church of Christ:"
it was the church in Rome that was deviant. Christianity, Foxe suggested, had arrived
in England in the reign of King Lucius of Colchester, and only later with missionaries
from Rome. (Another fable, the Glastonbury Legend, tells, of course, that Joseph of
Arimathea brought Christianity — and the Holy Grail — to England soon after the
crucifixion.) The accession of Mary to the throne, and the reign of terror that followed
as she tried to restore the supremacy of the Roman Catholic Church, was, therefore,
some mad aberration. . . . .

The influence of this great tract must have been profound. At a religious level, the
historian Owen Chadwick believes that

"the steadfastness of the victims, from Ridley and Latimer downwards, baptized the
English Reformation in blood and drove into English minds the fatal association of
ecclesiastical tyranny with the See of Rome ... Five years before, the Protestant cause
was identified with church robbery, destruction, irreverence, religious anarchy. It was
now beginning to be identified with virtue, honesty, and loyal English resistance to a
half-foreign government."

Not only did The Book of Martyrs identify the Roman Catholic Church with tyranny,
it associated the English with valour. Any citizen could enter almost any church and
discover for themselves the ruthlessness of foreign powers. They learned at the same
time of the unbending courage of the English casualties. The effect of the book was
not merely to dignify English Protestantism and demonize Roman Catholicism, but to
hammer home the idea of themselves as a people alone. Being embattled had a moral

purpose.

It sometimes seems that the English need to think of themselves like this . . . .
(Extract from pp. 89-91 of the 1 edition, Michael Joseph, London, 1999. Copyright, and quoted by Mr.
Paxman's permission, which is gratefully acknowledged)
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Bibliographic Note

The Acts and Monuments of the Christian Church by John Foxe (or Fox),
better known as Foxe's Book of Martyrs, was first published in Latin in 1550 and
subsequently in an English translation, revised and expanded by the author, in 1563,
with subsequent versions in 1570, 1576 and 1583. See the Introduction (below, p. 10)
for the detailed publishing history of the early editions. The book was extremely
popular and went into very many editions, often abridged and revised almost beyond
recognition. There are editions still in print, and available on the internet, which
resemble the original so little that one thinks of Robert Bruce's axe which had had two
new heads and three new handles since his death.

This version is taken from the edition by John Cumming, published in 1851,
which is a slightly abridged reprint of the 1563 edition with the language and spelling
modernised.

FOX'S BOOK OF MARTYRS:

THE

ACTS AND MONUMENTS

OF THE CHURCH.

BY JOHN FOX.

" had tri of ruel moekiogs and soourgingy, yea, morouver of bonds and imprisonment: thoy were stoned,
were sawn asunder, wore teaptad, tho aword : they ! -
nted, A

IN THREE VOLUMES.

VOL. I.

! LONDON:
GI“BRGE VIRTUE, IVY LANE, PATERNOSTER ROW.

MDCCCLL

Title Page

The divisions into parts and chapters have been made by us for the
convenience of the readers. The glossary is also our work. Otherwise the text is as
close to the original as possible.
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Editor's Introduction.

REVERERE VULTUS ET VULNERA TOT FORTIUM VIROILUM,
QUOTQUOT PRO LIBERTATE TAM STRENUE DECERTARUNT,
MANES ETIAM EORUM QUI IN IPSO CERTAININE OCCUEUERUNT.
— MILTON'S DEFENSIO SEGUNDA.

No book, with the exception of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, has been so
extensively, and at the same time so deservedly, popular as Fox's Book of Martyrs. It
has almost invariably made its appearance under the auspices of some discerning
spirit, at the moment its lessons needed to be most widely learnt, and its truths most
profoundly felt. No sooner has popery begun to lift its head, like Marius of old, amid
the marshes of Minturne, aiming even from its ruins at supremacy and making
proselytes, than the Acts and Monuments have come forth to resist its spread and crush
its hopes. It is here literally true, "he being dead yet speaketh." Nor is this to be
wondered at. The scenes which Fox so graphically depicts, the tragedies he records,
very often from personal knowledge, to have been acted upon them, the names of the
holy men who fell victims to the emissaries of the papacy, the truths taught at the
stake, which superstitious priests hoped to annihilate in the flames that consumed their
advocates, and the Bibles they tried to bury in the graves that contained the ashes of
the "noble army of martyrs;" — - these and other stirring facts are well fitted to arouse
long dead recollections, to lead us to pity, not to proscribe, the poor Romanist, who is
the victim of a cruel sacerdotal tyranny, and to bless and praise the Lord our God, who
gave to our fathers grace to labour, and to us the high privilege of entering into their
labours. The volumes of Fox are the faithful registers of the awful deeds of the Church
of Rome, the transcripts of those dreadful principles which have made every country
in which they have obtained the ascendency, from the wilds of the Arab to the steppes
of the Cossack, a very Aceldama. The numerous editions through which the Acts and
Monuments have passed show plainly that the martyrologist speaks a tongue that finds
an echo in the hearts of the people. They feel his volumes to be the comments only on
a sacred cause, to which were devoted the strength of manhood and the grey hairs of
age. They reverence the martyrs that sealed it by their blood. May they draw from the
earth that contains their honoured ashes motives to persevere in the paths they
travelled. May we never forget that husbands, wives, brethren, sisters, sons, and
fathers fell, like the beauty of Israel, in their high places, "contending for the faith once
delivered to the saints." Our sweetest and most precious privileges are, under God, the
fruits of their travail, the price of their lives, freely given, that we, their offspring, may
live free.

Originally Fox's Martyrs appeared in Latin, and bore the following title:—
Commentarii rerum in Ecclesia gestarum a Wiclefi temporibus usque ad annum AND,
8vo. 1554; or, An Account of Transactions in the Church from the times of Wycliff to
the year 1500. Five years after this a much larger volume was issued, bearing the
following title:— Rerum in Ecclesia gestarum, maximarumque per Europam
persecutionum, ac sanctorum Dei Martyrum Commentarii, in folio, Basilez, 1559; or,
Records of Transactions in the Church, and of the leading Persecutions of the Saints
and Martyrs of God throughout Europe. About four years after the appearance of this
edition, i. e. about A.D. 1563, one Henry Pantaleon published at Basle a continuation
of the Acts and Monuments, which seems to have been subsequently incorporated with
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the original. The date of the first edition in English is, according to Dr. Dibdin,
A.D.1563, Its title is as follows:—ACTS AND MONUMENTS of these latter and
perilous Days, touching Matters of THE CHURCH; wherein are Comprehended and
described the great Persecutions and horrible Troubles that have been wrought and
practised by the Roman Prelates, especially in these Realms of ENGLAND and
SCOTLAND, from the Year of our Lord a thousand, unto the time now present.
Gathered and collected according to the true Copies and Writings, Certificatory as well
of the parties themselves that suffered, as also out of the Bishops' Registers who were
the Doers thereof, By JOHN FOX. London, 1562-3, from the press of JOHN DAY.

A second edition also in English was printed and issued by Day in 1570, with
additional wood cuts and illustrations.

A third edition appeared in 1576, entitled, The first Volume of Ecclesiastical
History. The Sufferings of the Martyrs newly recognised and enlarged by the Author,
J. Fox. 2 vols, folio, 1576.

The fourth edition appeared in 1583. Its title is as follows:—"ACTS AND
MONUMENTS of Matters, most special and memorable, happening in THE
CHURCH, with an Universal History of the same; wherein is set forth at large the
whole Race and Course of the CHURCH, from the primitive Age to these latter Times
of ours, with the bloody Times, horrible Troubles, and great Persecutions against the
true Martyrs of CHRIST, sought and wrought as well by Heathen Emperors, and now
lately practised by ROMISH PRELATES, especially in the Realm of ENGLAND
AND SCOTLAND. Newly revised, and now the fourth time again published.

By JOHN Fox. 1583.

The last edition of the sixteenth Century appeared in 1596, and bore the
following title:— ACTS AND MONUMENTS of Matters happening in THE
CHURCH, with an Universal History, &c., as it was recognised by the AUTHOR,
Maister JOHN Fox. The fifth time newly imprinted. Anno 1596.

All these editions are in black letter. The best and most authentic is understood
to be that of 1563. Accordingly, it has been selected as the basis of the present edition.
From 1684 to the present time every edition has been in the Roman letter.

We cannot afford space to enumerate recent editions. Their great number is
proof of the universal esteem and value of the work. But it may probably be asked,
What necessity is there for another edition, seeing there have been already so many?
Our answer is the reason of our labours. Almost every edition has been either a
collection of all the extraneous and irrelevant matter by which Fox's narratives are
frequently cumbered, of great bulk, and of greater expense; or mere abridgements, fit
for fashionable circulating libraries, but unnerved, and despoiled of the greatest
excellences and most precious chapters of the hoary martyrologist. Seeley's noble
reprint is fit for the libraries of universities, the archives of museums, the tables of
scholars. It is a literal and exact reprint. But its price and its shape repel the ordinary
reader. The compilations that have preceded and followed it are entitled to the name of
Fox's Acts and Monuments for no other reason than that the main facts and incidents
have been gathered from the pages of the venerable chronicler. It does therefore seem
to be most desirable that a complete and yet popular edition of the Acts and
Monuments of Fox should appear. Such an edition we now profess to lay before the
public. In this it will be found that Latin quotations and references, including extracts
and letters to and sometimes from the martyrs, and repetitions in the shape of
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headings, are substantially all that have been removed. The bulk of the work is thus
reduced, while the original matter remains almost unaltered and unimpaired. We have
extracted only a few weeds, in order that those plants which our heavenly Father
planted may appear in all their goodly proportions. The features of the martyrs
themselves are not touched or altered in the least; incrustations only are removed. The
present edition is in all respects fitted to instruct the learned, to interest the ordinary
reader, and to present to both neither a dull nor a deficient edition of the Acts and
Monuments of Fox.

All the early editions were illustrated by frequent but rude wood cuts. The
engines of perverted mind for torturing the confessors of the faith were so intricate, the
modes of martyrdom so varied, but all in the infliction of pain exquisite, and some of
the scenes at the same time so extraordinary, that these illustrations became almost
essentially necessary. All that was historically and topographically correct in the wood
cuts of the early and authentic editions will be retained in the present. The
manipulation, style, and execution only will be of the first excellence. Other subjects
arising out of the body of the work will be illustrated; and thus an edition of Fox will
be got up that will be an acquisition to the libraries of the learned and unlearned.

Something must be said of the veracity and faithfulness of our martyrologist.
Since his records came to occupy a large share of patronage and popularity, objections
have been urged, not only from papal sources, as was to be expected, but from
professing protestants. One of the most bitter papal opponents of Fox was the wily
Harding. The following are some of the chaste and indigenous terms in which this
Jesuit speaks of our author: "There have not so many thousands of your brethren been
burned for heresy in these last twenty years as ye pretend; and this is the chief
argument ye make in all that huge dunghill of your stinking martyrs, which ye have
entitled Acts and Monuments." To this Bishop Jewel makes the following free and
faithful reply: "Ye have imprisoned your brethren; ye have stript them naked; ye have
scourged them with rods; ye have burned their hands and arms with flaming torches;
ye have famished them; ye have drowned them; ye have summoned them, being dead,
to appear before you; ye have taken up their buried carcasses and burned them; ye
have thrown them out unto the dunghill; ye took a poor babe newly born, and in a
most cruel and barbarous manner threw him into the fire. All these things are true, they
are no lies. The eyes and consciences of thousands can witness to your doings. Ye
slew your brethren so cruelly, not for murder, or robbery, or any other grievous crime
they had committed, BUT ONLY THAT THEY TRUSTED IN THE LIVING GOD.
The worst word that proceeded from their lips was, 'O Lord, forgive them; they know
not what they do: Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.' In the mean while, ye stood by and
delighted your eyes with the sight. Oh! Mr. Harding, your conscience knoweth these
be no lies; they are written in the eyes and hearts of many thousands. These be the
marks of your religion. Oh what reckoning will ye yield, when so much innocent
blood will be required at your hands!"

Milner, a zealous and subtle Romanist, in his work entitled The End of
Controversy, declares that "Cranmer and others of the protestants were consigned to
the flames because they had been. guilty of high treason. Fox is a liar, and not to be
believed even when he speaks the truth." All this may be exceedingly convenient to
the champions of the papal hierarchy, but they know well that the martyrs in the days
of Queen Mary, who, Lingard the Romish historian says "was one of the best of the
English princesses," suffered not for infringement of civil law, but for the maintenance
of gospel truth. The policy of the Jesuits is always to father on protestants the very
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crimes of which they themselves are guilty. Milner and Lingard show how well they
have studied in the school of Ignatius Loyala. The protestants burned in the days of
Queen Mary were burned, as legal and civil documents still accessible demonstrate,
simply for disclaiming transubstantiation, the supremacy of the pope, and the assumed
right of the Romish priesthood to debar the laity from reading the sacred Scriptures.
But, on the other hand, the papists who suffered in the days of Elizabeth were, as the
indictments and other authentic records show, executed for high treason, for regicide
principles, and for open or disguised, but clearly proved, opposition to the dynasty and
sceptre of Elizabeth. A convicted murderer of unrenewed heart will of course naturally
impeach judge, jury, and evidence. The papacy however has not put down the gospel,
which embosoms the glory and the functions of Christ; and it shall not crush the
humbler records, which stamp his true character on the exploits of antichrist. Neale, a
far abler and purer witness than Milner, or Lingard, or Harding, confirms the
testimony of Jewel in these words: "Fox was a person of indefatigable labour and
industry, and an exile for reigion in Queen Mary's days; he spent all his time abroad in
compiling the Acts and Monuments; which were published first in Latin, and
afterwards when he returned to his native country with enlargements. Vast were the
pains he took in searching records and collecting materials for his work; and SUCH
WAS ITS ESTEEM, THAT IT WAS ORDERED TO BE SET UP IN ALL THE
PARISH CHURCHES IN ENGLAND." "No book," continues the historian of the
puritans, "ever gave such a mortal wound to popery as this."

It may be objected, that the same necessity does not now exist for the
republication ofthis celebrated work. This is a great mistake. If the Romish hierarchy
had renounced the canons, decretals, bulls, and rescripts, that embody the worst
elements of persecution, it would be ungenerous to upbraid them with the deeds of
their predecessors. But they neither have renounced, nor can, as Romanists, renounce,
the principles that received the stamp of infallibility in days that are passed. The
Church of Rome cannot recede one jot from her ancient pretensions without
renouncing the ground on which she stands. It would be suicide to admit that her most
sanguinary canons were sinful and erroneous. Nor does she wish to make any such
concession. She may cast dust in the eyes of protestants, she may profess all meek and
merciful things; but this is designedly, and for a specific end. Depressed, she arrays
herself in all the pomp and splendour of universal liberality and good will; but upon an
uncontested throne, in Spain, in Italy, and in Britain too, if she were what she would
be, these attractive assumptions drop off, and the woman drunk with the blood of
martyrs trampling on the name of Christ, and on the hopes and happiness of believers,
starts into bold and prominent relief.

Persecution, it is only fair to admit, has certainly been practised by individuals
claiming to be the children of the protestant faith, but never has the principle that
originated it been incorporated in any of the creeds of the protestant churches. This is
precisely the difference between papal persecution, and such instances of severity as
have been ascribed to protestant reformers and ministers. Persecution is embosomed in
the canons of the Romish Church, whereas it is abjured and reprobated in the creeds of
the protestant church. If a Roman catholic persecutes, he acts in full accordance with
the principles to which he has subscribed; if a protestant persecutes, he acts in
diametrical opposition to the articles he professes to adhere to. When a Roman
catholic disclaims persecution, he thereby impugns the infallibility and retreats from
the ground occupied by his Church; when a protestant persecutes, he thereby
renounces his faith, and enters on territory infamously sacred to Rome. The rule of
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faith and conduct held by the Roman catholic is, "The Bible or written word, and
tradition or the unwritten word, and both propounded and expounded by the Church."
Now the two last limbs of this triple rule have been dyed in blood, They have been the
fountain-heads out of which the Inquisition drew numerous precedents, Dominic most
ample instruction, and the fourth Lateran its anti-social canons. The rule of faith held
by protestants, on the other hand, is, THE BIBLE ALONE, in which we defy the
acutest sceptic or bitterest papist to extract one precept to persecute, or one precedent
for ecclesiastical extirpation of heretics. When, therefore, Roman catholics persecute,
their rule of faith applauds them; when protestants persecute, their rule of faith
condemns them. The former rule is the nurse of persecution, the latter the extinguisher
of it. The one carries the faggot, lights the flames, and cheers the actors in the auto-da-
fe; the other brings living waters from life's most merciful fountain, to quench the fire
and to refresh the martyr, and, it may be, to convert the murderer. Hence in the papal
Church Pius V. and Dominic are canonized and beatified; and to keep their sanguinary
conduct fresh in the minds of their descendants, there are collects with special
reference to these persecutors in the English Missal for the use of the Roman catholic
laity, used on the proper Sundays in every papal chapel in England. What can be
clearer evidence of the animus of the Roman catholic hierarchy, or of the justice of our
charge against these principles, than the following reference to a canonized! or
beatified! persecutor in the English Missal for the use of the laity: "O God, who has
enlightened thy church by the eminent virtues and preaching of blessed Dominic, thy
confessor, grant that by his prayers we may be provided against all temporal
necessities, and daily improve in all spiritual good." Again, "Sanctify, O Lord, the gifts
we have offered thee, and by the merits of blessed Dominic thy confessor, grant that
they may be healing to us."

This man was employed by Pope Innocent III. to trace out and punish those
heretics the pious and holy Albigenses. His weapons were persecution, the blood of
saints is on his robes, and were the papacy improved such a collect as that we have
extracted would be expunged from the Missal.

In the protestant church such men are branded as guilty persecutors, and thanks
and glory rendered unanimously to Him who has made us to differ. If it may be
replied, that some of the protestant Reformers persecuted, we admit it. This ought not
to be denied, as some with more enthusiasm than discretion have done, May we not
ask, Is this to be wondered at? The Reformers had been nursed at the bosom of a
Church in which persecution is incorporated as a vital and essential element, and
applauded in precedent and urged in precept. The earliest lesson they had been taught
was the propriety of extirpating heretics in order to put down heresy; and the wonder is
not that they used carnal weapons in one or two isolated instances, but that they so
soon abjured the unholy spirit, exorcised it from the creeds they drew up, and
abandoned it, rejoicing in a holier faith in their after-conduct. The Church of Rome
never can in her corporate character renounce persecution. She must let go her
assumption of immutability and infaffibility, if she disclaim the principles or abjure
the patrons of persecution. Some of the most illustrious councils of the Roman Church
enacted persecuting canons. The Councils of Tours, Narbonne, Beziers, and Thoulouse
passed a variety of anti-social and cruel laws against those witnesses for Christ, the
Albigenses and the Waldenses. The third Council of the Lateran, and above all the
fourth, and subsequently the fifth, issued decrees that stain the history of man, and
present the papal hierarchy to future ages visibly with blood upon its most gorgeous
robes. Ultimately the scattered efforts of the Romish hierarchy were concentrated and
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systematized in the institution of the Inquisition. Languedoc, Spain, Portugal, and Goa
all testify to the deeds of this dreadful incubus on freedom, faith, and happiness. The
soil of those lands, it is true,bears no traces of the innocent blood shed upon it.
Vineyards, and golden harvests, and rural hamlets now meet the eye, where murder
and falsehood, cruelty and bloodshed, fused into one, composed the character of the
murderer, and where mercy and truth, righteousness and peace, blended into one,
made up the temper of the martyrs; but the wounds inflicted on Christianity, on man,
and on the glory of God, are fresh and bleeding, and will re-open, should we ever
prove forgetful of the deep debt ofobligation we owe the "noble army of martyrs," or
become dead to the yet profounder gratitude we must now feel to that gracious God,
who, in his mercy, has cast our lot in better, even in halcyon days.

It is almost supererogation to furnish proofs of these assertions. Romanists
must smile at the scepticism of some protestants. We might refer to the massacre on
the eve of St. Bartholomew, as a proof not merely of the sanguinary spirit then
cherished by the Romish apostacy, but of their yet unabandoned adherence to it at this
day. At Paris, in 1572, the poor Hugonots, who had been decoyed and deceived by
false professions, were murdered to the number of five thousand according to Mezerai,
six thousand according to Bossuet, and ten thousand according to Davila. "The streets
of Paris flowed with blood. Charles IX. and his queen feasted their eyes on the dead
that floated down the Seine. The day-light, which discovered so many crimes, which
the darkness of an eternal night ought for ever to have concealed, did not soften their
ardour by these objects of pity, but exasperated them the more. The populace and more
dastardly, being warmed by the smell of blood, sixty thousand men, transported with
this fury and armed in different ways, ran about wherever example, vengeance, rage,
and the desire of plunder transported them. The air resounded with a horrible tempest
of the engines, blasphemies, and oaths of the murderers, of the breaking open of doors
and windows, of the firing of pistols and guns, of the pitiable cries of the dying, of the
lamentations of the women whom they dragged by the hair, of the noise of carts, some
loaded with the booty of the houses they pillaged, others with the dead bodies they
cast into the Seine; so that in the confusion they could not hear each other speak in the
streets; or if they distinguished certain words, they were those furious expressions,
"Kill, stab, throw them out of the window." Some were shot on the roofs of houses,
others were cast out of the windows; some were cast into the water, and knocked on
the head with blows of iron bars; some were killed in their beds — wives in the arms
of husbands, husbands in the bosoms of their wives, and sons at the feet of their
fathers. They neither spared the aged, nor women great with child, nor even infants."
Mezerai's History ofFrance. See vol. ii. p. 1098. Paris, 1646.

The question naturally occurs, How would our blessed Lord have looked on
such a scene? What verdict would he have uttered over such a record? He would have
wept over the wickedness of man, and deplored the dreadful catastrophe that so cruelly
overtook the innocent and the helpless. His professed successor and representative, the
pope, however, "went in procession," according to the testimony of Mezerai, "to the
church of St. Lewis, to render thanks to God for so happy a victory;" and his legate, in
the pope's name, congratulated the French king on his exploits; and in the Roman
Missal or Prayer Book, used in every Roman catholic chapel throughout the kingdom,
this poor people are taught to pray on the festival of Pius V., who urged Charles IX. to
the murderous massacre, in the following words:

"O God, who wast pleased to raise blessed Pius to the dignity of chief bishop,
in order to depress (i. e. crush) the enemies of the church."
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This keeps persecution fresh before the people. Pope Gregory XIII., only
regarding the good which he thought likely to result from this to the catholic religion
in France, and to perpetuate the memory of this event, caused several medals to be
struck; whereon he himself is represented on the one side, and on the other side an
angel, carrying a cross in one hand, and a sword in the other, exterminating the
heretics, and more particularly the Admiral Coligné. In Spain the same deed was
praised in the presence of King Philip, and they dared to call it the triumph of the
church militant. See Fleuri's Eccles. Hist. vol. xxiii. Book 173, p. 557. Nismes, 1780.

The BULL UNIGENITUS, which, according to the evidence of Dr. Murray,
the Roman catholic archbishop of Dublin, is received by the Romish Church
throughout all Ireland, decrees that, if required, the secular arm is to be called in to
compel and coerce those who hold the truths of the gospel to recant and renounce
them. Its words are, "We moreover charge our venerable brethren, the patriarchs,
archbishops, and bishops, and other ordinaries of districts, and the inquisitors of
heretical wickedness, utterly to coerce and compel, by the above-mentioned censures
and penalties, and by the other remedies of law and deed, THE AID OF THE
SECULAR ARM BEING INVOKED FOR THIS PURPOSE IF IT BE NECESSARY,
all who oppose and resist."

The Catechism of the Council of Trent asserts, that those who quit the Church
of Rome may "be judged, punished, and anathematized."

Dr. Delahogue in his Class Book for the instruction of the priests educated at
Maynooth, states that the Church retains her jurisdiction over all baptized persons, as a
commander retains authority over deserters, and may denounce and decree for them
similar and severe punishments.

The worst and bitterest persecutors in the past history of the Romish Church
are, we find, canonized and beatified as saints. St. Dominic, the harbinger, if not the
founder, of the Inquisition, St. Thomas Aquinas, whose secunda secundce are replete
with persecuting principles, St. Ferdinand of Castile, a burner of heretics, and Pius V.,
are embalmed in the devotions, and presented as models to the imitation, of the Roman
catholics of Great Britain.

We do not so much condemn the laity of the Church of Rome. They do not
know the full extent of the wickedness of that apostacy of which they are the victims.
We pray for them. We pity them. Our present work is for them as for ourselves. It is
another warning cry to come out of Babylon. Fox's Book of Martyrs is republished in
its present popular form, not only to warn protestants against the subdued pretences of
this awful and unchanged superstition, and thereby to prepare them to resist and repel
it by Scripture, fact, and argument; but also to stir up Roman catholics to abjure a
Church so branded in the tablets of universal history, and so doomed in the pages of
the word of God. We here enter on no crusade against their rights or privileges as
citizens. We seek higher and nobler objects. We thus beseech them to flee from
Babylon as from a crumbling ruin, replete with the prestiges of approaching
destruction. It is our heart's desire and prayer unto God for them that they may be
saved. But our affection to them, however intense, must not induce us to compromise
our faithfulness to protestants. We desire to awaken and impress them especially. We
desire to resuscitate and nourish in their hearts a more thrilling sense of the privileges
they enjoy, a profounder impression of the gratitude they ought to cherish toward their
martyred fathers, and of the responsibilities, the solemn and weighty responsibilities,
that devolve on them.
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The loudest boast made at the present day by the Church of Rome is her
UNITY, and with the exhibition of this she expatiates at no ordinary length on the
dissensions of professing Protestants. We do not in these few observations attempt to
vindicate the unity of protestants, but rather to show that the Romish assumption of
unity is totally devoid of truth. We must not forget that the value of unity depends on
the nature of the things of which it is composed. Concord becomes conspiracy when it
is against the truth of God and the rights of humanity. Aaron the high priest, and a vast
multitude besides, were united to a man in the worship of the golden calf. Korah and
his people, and the ten tribes at Beth-el, were each thoroughly united, but are one and
all Scripturally and justly condemned. The Samaritans were more united than the
Jews, having no sects or divisions. Satan and his angels are as united as Michael and
his. Hell is the site of unbroken unity; for unity is an essential mark of the kingdom of
Satan, who knows, and acts upon the knowledge, that a kingdom divided against itself
cannot stand. We must therefore look at the things in which men are united, in order to
elicit a just estimate of the value of their union. If we apply this test to the Church of
Rome, we shall find it a gigantic conspiracy against the Prince of peace — the concord
of unenlightened minds and unsanctified spirits, to raise the creature to a level with the
Creator, and to exalt the church above Christ.

It will be found that the unity of which the Church of Rome so repeatedly
boasts springs from one of two sources, [IGNORANCE or COMPULSION. It arises
first from ignorance, and is dissolved the moment that the light of truth shines upon it.
The Ephesians enjoyed uninterrupted unity when they, ignorant of the one living and
true God, simultaneously shouted, "Great is Diana of Ephesus." The Jews almost
unanimously concurred in the dreadful sentiment, "Not this man, but Barabbas."
During the middle ages all the doctors of Christendom were perfectly united in holding
that the earth stood still, and that sun, moon, and stars revolved around it; and so the
Church of Rome is perfectly united in the worship she pays the Virgin Mary, and the
implicit faith she cherishes in the sacrifice of the mass. But in her case, as in the others
referred to, light introduced breaks up the false harmony, and evolves a powerful
discord. Paul threw a handful of living sunbeams on Ephesus; the gospel was made to
bear on the population of Jerusalem by the apostle of the circumcision; and the
demonstrations of Galileo descended on the dogged resistance of the Vatican, and
unity gave way to division at the moment that error gave way to truth.

The unity of the Church of Rome is, in the next place, the product of
compulsion. It is that of the iceberg. All heterogeneous substances are compressed into
one mass, not by the sweet attractions of homogeneous elements ab intra, but by the
compres